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if any of the i)ersi>n.s notified sliall, by answer, tlony tiie

truth thereof, the court raaj cause proper issues to be

submitted to a juvj concerning the execution and contents

(jf the same, and the true boundaries of the land ch-iimed,

and on their verdict and the pleadings, the court shall

.adjudge the rights of the parties, and declare tlie contents

«f the deed, if any deed be found by the jury^ and alloir

the regi^ration of such judgment and declaration, which
^

shall have the force and effect of Ji deed.

Sec. 4. Be it farther enacted, That any person desirous

of establishing the contents of a vrill destroyed as afoie- caatcjits of

said, there being no co[)y thereof, may file his petition, ^miis^oVcs-

setting forth the entire contents tliereof, according to the *'"''^"''*<^'*'

best of his knowledge, information and belief, and all

persons having an interest under the same, shall be made
parties, and if tlie truth of such petition be denied, the

court may direct proper issues to be made up, and the mat-

ter in controve/sy tried by a jury ,whether tlie will was re-

corded, and if so recorded, the contents thereof, and the

declarations of' the court shall be recorded as the will of

the testator ; any devisee or legatee shall be a competent

"witness as to the contents of every part of said will, ex-

cept such as niaj concern his own interest in the same.

Sec. 5. BpitfurtlMt^enact'xl, That every -nerson desi-
, • iB, , , . , Defltroyeil

rous CI perpetuatin|^he contents or any destroyed judg- jud-ments.cte
, , ,.

i .. " ,.^ ho \ perpemt-
ments, order or proceedings oi court, or any p iper adravt- ted.

ted to record or registration, or directed to be file 1 for safe*

keeping, other lh;in will-) or conveyances of rt-al cst-ite,

•r some right or interest' tl erein, or an\' d''ed <'r other in-

strument of writing, recpiired to be recorded or registered

but not having been r-:'Corded or regis'erc I, it being com-

petent to register or lecord eaid deed or other instrument

ait the time of its loss or destruction, may file his petition

setting fortli the substance of the whole record, deed, pro-

ceeding, or paper, which he desires to perpetuate, and if,

•B the hearing, the court sliall declare the existence of

sijch record, deed, or proceeding, or paper, at the time of


